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The New Education Forum Caserta 2023
10" of May, 2023 — Conference and networking
Place of venue: Chamber of Commerce of Caserta, Italy

Hybrid formula. The conference will be held in IT & EN only

The January 2023 European Commission’s Communication on Mental Health recognises “trends such
as technological change and a rise in living costs as a direct impact on mental health. The impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine has further underlined the importance
of mental health. Before the pandemic, data showed that more than 84 million (or 1 in 6) people in
the EU were affected by mental illness — a figure which has almost certainly increased since then.
Eurofound's (2021) report on the Impact of COVID on young people in the EU indicates that mental
and behavioural disorders are responsible for approximately 4% of yearly deaths in Europe and are the
second most common cause of death among young people.

“These factors have led to a widespread consensus that all strands of EU action should be brought
together under one initiative. In her State of the Union address in September 2022, President von der
Leyen announced a new initiative on mental health. Before this, at the | Conference on the Future of
Europe in May, European citizens had highlighted mental health as a major concern. The European
Parliament and the Council have echoed these concerns and called for action in this area.”

At the same time, the European Commission aims to improve the attractiveness of the teaching
profession. The EC proposes several actions to address the challenges the teaching professions face
today, including the plan to launch Erasmus+ Teacher Academies. It is particularly important to
consider OECD’s TALIS survey reporting that, on average, less than 20% of lower secondary school
teachers of the EU Member States who participated in the research, felt that their profession is valued
by society. Despite the wide offer of continuous professional development, teachers still self-report a
lack of professional development opportunities, according to the OECD’s TALIS survey.

In the field of initial education and continuous professional development for teachers, this principle is
not only a right for teachers themselves, but it's an essential requirement for achieving the objectives
of the European Education Area by 2025. The Mentor 2.0 project was born to contribute to the
European efforts for revalorising the teaching professions and providing all teachers, trainers and
school leaders with high-quality initial education and professional development opportunities. The
project aims to provide teachers with learning tools to enhance teachers' motivation and mentoring
skills: following the original MENTOR method developed by CIE. The “Mentor 2.0” project financed by
Erasmus+ prepares teachers for new educational models, contributing to shifting from the 19th-
century transfer of knowledge to 21st-century mentoring.

Further, The Commission’s Digital Education Action Plan (2021-2027) stresses the need to ensure that
all teachers and trainers have the confidence and competencies to use technology effectively and
creatively to engage and motivate their learners as well as to ensure that all learners develop their
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digital competences for learning, living and working in an ever more digitalised world. “Education &
Training 2010 Report” of the Council and Commission of the European Union highlighted how
integrating digital technologies into formal learning landscapes challenges the traditional instructivist
model of teaching and learning, leading toward a more constructivist pedagogy. Digital solutions in
formal education may also be the right response to another challenge revealed by the 2019 Education
and Training Monitor that a number of European countries face serious shortages of teachers, either
across the board or in some subjects such as science, or in specific profiles such as teaching pupils with
special needs.

Will the educators become “facilitators and mentors to their students who pave the way for the
individual’s learning journey”, hence supporting also the mental well-being of their students? Will they
be able to identify themselves as the barriers to their self-motivation and professional growth? Will
the teachers of today be able to acquire the digital skills of tomorrow to make use of digital content in
their teaching practice, and create new digital educational content individually and/or in collaboration
with other professionals within secure environments? We hope the New Education Forum in Caserta
will give response to these important questions.

8:30-9.00 Registrations
9.00-9:10 Welcoming Statements

e Gianluca ABBRUZZESE, CEQ, Lasco
e Tommaso DE SIMONE, President, Chamber of Commerce of Caserta

e Joanna BOCHNIARZ, General Director, Center for Innovative Education

9.10-10.30 Panell: Mental health of children and youth: How can the school environment become
more supportive of the psychological well-being of the students of formal education?

Joanna BOCHNIARZ, General Director, Center for Innovative Education (Moderator)

e Pina PICIERNO, Vice-president of the European Parliament

e  Tomasz KOBYLANSKI, Chief Specialist, Education Department, Municipality of Krakow
e  Armida FILIPPELLI, Councillor for Vocational Education, Campania Region

e Claudio MASOTTI, Vice-President, European Parents Association

Students’ representatives

10.30 - 11.00 Networking break

11.00-12.30 Panel ll: New teacher role: transition to a new role model, institutional readiness and
facilitation - How can a paradigm change occur in the educational system?

e Maria del Carmen LOPEZ CRUZ, Director of European Funds and Development, Grupo Femxa
(Moderator)
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e  Cécile LE CLERCQ, DG Education, Youth, Sport and Culture - Schools and Multilingualism unit,
European Commission

e Lucia Michela DANIELE, Professor of the University of Campania L. Vanvitelli

e Andreas RIEPL, Head of the National Competence Center eEducation Austria

Students’ representatives

12.30-14.30 Lunch break

14.30-16.00 Panel llI: Digitalisation in schools and at work: How can the introduction of digital
solutions to classroom work support changing labour market and new requirements for the employees?

e  Miriam LANZETTA, Director of the EU Projects Unit, Lasco (Moderator)
o Loukas ZAHILAS, Head of the Department for VET and Qualifications in Cedefop
® Tommaso DE SIMONE, President of the Chamber of Commerce of Caserta

e  Enrico VICECONTE, Associate at the Italian National Research Council (CNR) - Institute for Studies
on the Mediterranean

e Sergio COTECCHIA, Research Lab Manager, Protom

Students’ representatives

16:00 - 16.30 Questions from the audience

16:30-17.00 Summary and closing remarks
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